anniMl  event.  *When  I  look  at 
the  IM  of  dMMe  who  will  be 
upeeUnfc  1  aee  eoaie  of  the  top 
preochcts  in  Ihr  Mlniorippi 
Baptiet  Convention  and 
Soudkem  Bapdat  Convention 
tlut  peopk  want  to  hear,* 
said  MBCB  Evangeliam 


to  away  for  thort  time 
tnemaelvea  be  fed  from 
Word  by  these  great 
cheri,'  Lum  said.  ^For 
laypeople  who  will  be 
du^  H  juat  doesn't  get 

ks«  bleim  ** 


any  better  thw  thts." 

uun  recalled  that  when  he 
waa  searching  for  a  central 
focation  to  host  the  confer¬ 
ence  this  year,  Brandon 


'The  2012  Missiaaippi  State 
Evaneclism  Conference  at 
Brandon  Church,  Brandcm, 
will  begin  and  end  with  wor¬ 
ship  services,  kicking  off  with 
a  6  p.m.  service  on  the 
evening  of  Jan.  29  and  con¬ 
cluding  with  a  service  begin¬ 
ning  at  6:15  p.m.  the  next 
evening.  In  between  will  be 
plenre  of  other  psaiae  and 
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Schedule 

January  29 
Sooday  Evening 
6K)0  pjn. 


WotUiip 


More  fvrv 


Ksmk  Htmri 


January  30 


Monday  Morning 


Worship 


llJOaJB. 


\_nurvii  vviukiiwwrw. 

'Hosting  an  event  as  large  as 
the  State  EvangHism 
Conference  is  a  chanengc, 
and  Brandon  Church  gra¬ 
ciously  offered  to  do  it* 

The  church's  staR  will  pre¬ 
pare  a  oompUmentary  dinner 
trom  4:J0  -  6  pm.  on  Jm  30, 
before  beginfung  of  the  evening 
session,  'nw  dinner  will  indude 
a  mini-concett  by  Marc  Iv^, 
vocational  music  evangelist 
from  Lynchburg,  Va. 

*We  are  gomg  to  enjoy  a 
time  of  fellowship  snd  enter¬ 
tainment  during  the  dinner 


I  -IJOpm  Break  far  lunch 

I  Monday  After— 

,1:30 

i  -lr45  pm  Praise  sad 


and  then  move  directly  into  a 
tiinc  of  praise  and  worship,' 
Lum  said. 

Among  the  speakers  at  the 
conference  vrtll  be: 

•  Kevin  Hairan,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  Gardendalc  First 
Church,  Cardiendsle,  AI. 

•  Sammy  Gilbreath,  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism  for  the 
Alabama  BapHst  State  Board 
of  Missions  m  Montgomery. 

•  Bill  Stafford,  vocational 
evangelist  from  Chattanooga, 
Term. 


•  Junior  ffilL  vocational  evaiv 
gibst  from  HartseOe,  AL 

•  Jan  FutiaL  MBCS  executive 
direciot. 

•  Mkki^  Dtlrymple,  retired 
former  pastor  of  Fairview 
Church  in  Cohimbus  and  farmer 
president  of  foe  MMssippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

mac  information  regard¬ 
ing  foe  2012  Stale  Evangebam 
ConferoKiv  oexitset  Lum  at  (601) 
292-3278  or  toll-ftce  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  278 
E-mail:  JeD—mbebag. 


M5 

-2J0  pm.  *A  Ufa* 

Stafford 

2J0 

■IAS  pm  Praire  and 

Wonhip 

■3:30  pm  *A  Ooaa’ 

jusaa  Hai 

3:30 

-3:15  pm  Braise  ami 

iQ  Rbrabip 

3:45 

^:30  pm  *A  Toifo’ 

Jim  Futral 

4d0 

-6K)0  pm  Dinner  provided 
Mmt  ~fmc*Tt 
Mmt  Imy 

Monday  Everiuig 

6: 15-6  JO  pm 

Pniae/Worship 
6:30-7:30  p.m. 

*A  Uviiig  Lord- 
Mickey  Dslrymplc 


The  good  guy  wins,  for  once 


It  route  precisely,  and  Vy  all  ineaits  hit  the  wide  reniv- 
breaks  on  the  out  pattern.'*’ 


le  seean  to  loathe  his  missionary  work  more 
than  Ben  Roethlisberger's  treatment .  of 
Wiimen ...  They  seem  more  offended  by  his 
morality  than  1^  Kobe  Bryant's  Infidelity. 
Tebow  IS  touchiM  some  real  nerve." 

Caffiy  Lyim  Grossman,  of  USA  Today 
pointed  out 

•  'His  agaiirst-all-odds  heroics  brought 
CBS  a  miitd-blowing  25.9  overnight  rat¬ 
ing,  the  best  for  a  wild  card  football  game 
in  almost  25  years. 

•  Sports  websites  staggered  under  an 
onslaught  of  hits.  Nl^com  reported 
views  of  videos  in  the  hour  after  the  game 
up  385%  over  Wild  Card  Sunday  last  year. 

•  Tebow  hit  more  than  one  million  men- 
tions  on  TwitteT.  Sunday  ni^rt  the  rate  of 
tweets  aiviouttcing  the  victory  hit  9,420  per 
second.  The  alT-tiine  record  was'set  laM  month 
when  a  TV  screening  of  a  Japanese  movie 
drew  25,068  tweets-per-second.  But  TebcBv 


Editor's 

Notebook 


the  European  soccer  droiit  Chances  are  he 
can't  even  recall  the  presidential  debates. 

His  most  likely  answer  Tim  Tebow.  The 
devout,  publtcly-unashamed  Christian 
quarterbadi  of  the  National  Football 
's  Denver  Broncos  is  ffie 
:  the  nation.  His  pinpoint 


*  Leagtie'i 

a  talk  of _  ,  , 

throw  to  teairunate  Demaryus 
Thomas  on  the  first  down  of  over- 
tiate  in  their  playoff  game  against 
the  nttabuigh  maelers  last  week¬ 
end  lifted  the  Broncos  to  victory 
and  earned  the  team  a  spot  oppo¬ 
site  the  New  En^t^  Patriots  In 
the  upcomittg  divisional  pl^offs. 

The  former  UnivefBity  ct  Florida 
lyiartatfaack.  who  has  twro  natianal 
college  football  championships  and 
a  Haaman  Thiphy  under  ns  belt 
has  endured  a  season  of  harsh  and 
William  H.  sarcastic  oitidam  for  e npiraaing  hie 

Editor  don’t  hate  him,"  former 

Broncos  quarterback  Jake 

IPhinuner  said  of  Tbbcnv  in  a  recent  Phoenix 
radio  station  interview.  "I  just  would  rather 
not  have  to  hear  (Jesus)  ev^  single  time  he 
lakes  a  good  snap  or  makes  a  good  hand-off." 
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'y  dau^iter  Makaylan  is 
now  six  months  old. 


itage  from  the  LORD,  ^  fniit  of 

the  womb  a  reward.  Like  arrows 

in  the  hand  of  a  wanriCT  are  ttw 

childien  of  one’s  youth." 

Mothers,  your  children  are  a 
Uesabig  to  you.  Yes.  they  are 
mesw,  loucL  and  tnlerrurt  your 
day,  but  that  is  exactly  what  vre 
should  expect!  ^  , 


Guest  Opinion: 


J.Y±md  over  tha  last  sever¬ 
al  montha  people  have  sought 
to  give  my  husband  and  me 
some  'advice'  legarding  par¬ 
enting.  The  advice  normally 
•ounoa  like  this:  'Enjoy  this 
stage  because  it  all  goes  down¬ 
hill  from  here..  This  is  when 
they  are  sweet,  and  then  they 
grow  up  to  be  a  three-year  okt 
a  pre-teen,  arul'a  teenager..  I 


Incotrjenienced, 
or  blessed? 

By  Amanda  Wtdker 
Ruston,  La. 


remember  when  mine  were  this 
Wfie  and  now  they  are  a  psdn." 

Much  ctf  the  time  this  aovice  is  _ _ _ _ 

given  right  in  front  of  their  chil-  ^  just  because  your  food~b 
dren  and  my  heart  breaks.  What  reedy  to  eet  doa  not  meen  thet 
this  precioue  dnld  heeis  is  that  you  wiD  be  eatiiw  it  wrytune 
they  were  once  valued,  but  now 
they  ate  an  inoonvenemoe. 

we  live  In  a  world  where  we 
despise  being  inconvcidenced. 

We  eat  ftat  tood.  We  drive  fart 
cats.  We  talk  on  fast  cell  phones. 

Vk  live  in  the  fast  lane.  We  even 
DVR  our  TV  shows  to  watch  at  a 
more  convenient  time. 

As  stated  in  a  recent  New 
Your  Post  article,  more  and 
more  women  are  chooaingjtol 
to  have  children  os  th^  regret 
having  them  —  all  because  of 
the  apparent  inconvenience  of 
children.  Since  motheihood  is 
a  new  role  for  me,  I  have 
learned  a  few  things  about 
being  'inconvenienced.' 

I  uaed  toget  ffx  tootehthours 
ofunintenuptedileqx&itnowl 


;whenl 


Sand  chsniw  of  addicH  ax 'Itw 
BAPnST  RECORO.  r.O.  Bos  $30, 
ladoan.  MS  39205.0S30. 


Sand  nesH,  consnuncadon,  and 
addwii  chanfH  ax  Thr  EdUw, 
BAPTIST  BECORO,  P.a  Bos  S30. 
lackMn.  MS  ISTOSmSIO. 


■*  ■  aelf-oositrol  ages  me  to  come  to  Him,  with 

¥*»  8^  >*■"  (Galallam5-J2-23kandthetocda'’Sy^*ndat<toytirn^^ 

He  hmstnlly  uaaa  to  teach  us  So  1  ask  you.  Mom,  do  you 
decides  R^a  time  fos  Hfac  to  eat"  these  vmres  W  our  dukherL  see  your  precious  children  as 

A^y  way  you  look  at  it  Wkan  we  aee  and  treat  our  tnconveniencea,  or  aa  amazing 
mothertHM  is  inconvenient  ddldnn  aa  individuals  %vho  bleaaings  from  God?  I  pray 
—  ^  exactly  how  have  kduiuplid  our  mo^  oozy  God  show  you  how  to 

^^?^,^**^®"**i.*** .  Hf^  we  cfi*uptwha<  God  desires  love  and  bim  your  children, 

Did  we  really  think  our  pee-  to  do  in  ua  and  in  them.  It  sad-  -  *  . 

cknia  cNldren  would  come  Mo  densiheheastofCodwhenpar- 
ourUvaa  and  not  change  things?  enta,  esped^  profes&w 
From  file  moment  you  hear  ChrMan  paienig  himdle  Mv 
those  amaaing  words,  'You’re  childrat  with  cawlese  contempt. 
piMiuntr  Gem  deffies  to  mold  The  BUe  spaaks  over  and 
arm  shape  you  Mo  the  parent  over  again  abcail  the  Meseing  of 
who  resembles  His  fatherly  children  (Psalm  128,  Paabn 
love,  but  this  shaping  can  only  139:13-19,  and  Jeremiah  Idl).  One 
happen  as  we  give  over  our  of  my  ftvorite  pasMges  on  par- 
riejils  to  ouiaeivct  and  allow  enthood  is  Psafin  1^3-4  which 
Gtod  the  faeedom  to  shape  ua.  aay^  'Behold,  ddldien  are  a  her- 
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Increasing  TV  pollution  foreseen  in  case 

Ruling  could  spur  I 
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was  expo^  during  her  half  SpecihoUly,  Justice  Clarence  I 

time  performance,  and  the  ihomas  in  2009  questioned  the  I 

FCCs  ensuing  One  of  CBS  and  "viability*  of  two  Supreme  I 

CBS  stations  for  that  incident.  ^  *■  1 

Lower  courts  overruled  the  constitutianally  suppoftmg  the  I 

fine,  and  CBS  has  yet  to  pay.  current  indecency  policy  r  a  1969  '*  I 

Among  other  examples  of  case.  Red  Lion  Bwaaceshng  Co.  n.  >.  I 

TV  indecency  that  led  to  FCC  F^C  <■>'<1  *  c*s>,  rCC  o.  j||A  .  I 

fines  yet  to  bie  paid  because  of  Pacifica  Foundation.  «  I 

lower  court  rulings,  ABC's  Pad  Lion  and  Pacifica  were  I 

NYPD  Blue  show^  a  nude  unconvincing  when  ttiey  were  |  I 

female  character  in  2003  and  issued,  and  the  passage  of 

Fox's  Billboard  Musk  Awards  time  has  only  increased  doubt 

in  2002  and  2003  failed  to  regarding  their  continued  comedian  George  Carlin's  eveiung  when  'children  are 
bleep  profane  words  by  Cher  validity,"  Thomas  wrote  in  a  'Seven  Dirty  Words'  routine,  lik^  to  be  in  the  audioKe." 
and  Nicole  Richie.  2009  owscurring  opinion.  i>ocna  on  iho  tanMy  onrt  tSw  Tiw  Anwetcon  Ciwt  fan 

The  Supreme  Court  case  is  in  Red  Lion,  the  Supreme  Family  Research  ‘  Council  Law  and  Justioe  (ACLJ)  filed  a 
an  appeal  from  the  U.S.  Court  upheld  the  so-called  argued  that  the  Supreme  Court  brief  arguing  that  regulations 
Second  Court  of  Appeals,  Fairness  Doctrine.  In  FCC  v.  was  right  in  its  1978  ruling  to  on  broadcast  indecency  are 
which  in  2010  struck  down  the  Pacifica,  the  high  Court  ruled  note  that  'since  broadcamng  similar  to  regulations  on  public 
FCC's  entire  broadcast  inde-  that  the  FCC  had  the  author!-  was  uniquely  available  to  chil-  indecency.  An  indecent  televi- 
cency  ^icy.  Fox,  ABC,  CBS,  ty  to  regulate  indecent  Ian-  dren  merely  by  turning  on  the  skm  broadcast  the  legal  orga- 
and  NBC  want  the  Second  guage  on  the  airwaves.  The  television  or  radio,  it  could  be  nization  said,  'is  essentially  an 
Circuit's  decision  upheld.  latter  case  involved  the  late  regulated  to  a  greater  extent  indecent  publk  display." 


Jesus  Christ 

RequesUthe  "I 

Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven' 


You  Can  Restond 
RicMr  Nowl 


Simply  share  the  foUouhng  prayer 
with  God  in  your  oum  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


NYC  pastors  arrested 

NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  Police  arrested  New  York  Qty  council¬ 
man  and  pastor  Feriutndo  Cabrera,  a  fellow  paslot  and  five 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  etenul 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  aiul  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fesus. ) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord. ) 

‘But  as  many  as  recehrd  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  ofCod'even  to  those  who 
heliete  in  his  name  'ljohn  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


The  CcnhiryMen.  a  100-voice,  all-fnale  choir  of  Southern  BaptuCc  per- 
forma  at  the  sties  of  tenorial  attacks  in  New  York  City.  The  group  also  per¬ 
forms  in  Waihmgton.  Bahonore,  Richmond,  and  WUliamrbuig,  Va. 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of 
Flrat  ChurcK  Wichita  Falla.  Tex.,  is  the  leading  candidate  to  succeed 
Harold  C.  Bennett  as  president  /  treasurer  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee,  according  lo  sources  dose  to  the  search  committee 


Fifit  Qiurdv  Oklahoma  City  OUa,  voted  not  to  ecoepi  a  "negto  youth" 
as  a  member  kiOowIng  a  lecommendation  bv  the  deacons  that  rnembership 
be  denied  on  the  beais  of  hia  motivation  in  seeking  membership. 
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■  The  Baptbt  Rkxxio 
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CCT  me  KfT  *Am  ON-. 
HaaMi  “  kauiaiiLi  and  Madlena 
Siapkniana.  Cad  I -000-54 1 .*196  jai 
vMvaww.ltaneflnturancaCInHnaxBn 

MBsoapN’nttSfitAi^nKEec 

TV  CO.  Spadakaac  in  aniqM  and 
aMDoakn  cancan  aar  kaiin(  and  mov- 
ma.  Ml -402-5944  mppacoined 


ONt  num  AND  Fout  rum 
CHAa&  Ad  aoU  kvdar  far  $7X»a  Cal 
W-MH5U  or  tOT-90^9M».  ,  . 


oaaiad.  Ad  hgwmnywcmmn.  nriyl  dd- 


]im  Futrtd,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississipp;  Baptist  Convention  Board 


have  listened  as  they  talked, 
socnetiines  seenungly  focevei; 


FN  AGY  BSLB  OTVL  BUG 
^SVATE,  SVY  BSLB  OBJL 
LBT  EUGVO'  FG)LBO, 
LBSL  LBTN  BSPT  VGL 
BJKL  FT;  ZGKSOFJXB  SO 
WTZGKT  BUF 

UVVGXTVXN  QSO 

ZGJVY  UV  FT;  SVY  SEOG 
WTZGKT  LRTT,  G  DUVA, 
BSPT  YGVT  VG  BJKL. 

YSVUTE  OUR:  LQTVLN-  I 


BAPTISTS 


simpy  because  of  some  dr- 
cuinstanoe  it  gets  used  over 
and  over  and  we  all  find  our¬ 
selves  puttins  it  into  our 
vocabulary.  &r  at  times  it 
becomes  a  brand  new  word 
like  there  are  so  many  new 
ones  because  of  advancing 
technology  that  just  pidcs  up 
some  new  configuration  of 
letters  and  it  becomes  .iinpoi^ 
tant  in  our  culture.  In  zDll, 
the  word  fitat  rose  to  fire  top 
and  became  so  important  in 
our  world  aitd  media  was 
occupy.  It  somewhat  started 
out  as  occupy  Wall  Street 
when  all  of  these  people  start¬ 
ed  making  their  way  to  a  park 
area  and  men  they  stayecTand 
stayed.  Tl^  put  up  tents  and 
th^  continuM  to  stay.  It 
spread  acran  the  coutttry  and 
other  people  bemn  to  go 
sonvewnetc  to  a  pan  aird  stiw. 
There  was  occu^  New  York, 
occupy  Washirttton,  occupy 
Atlan^  aird  Vwsissippi  aid 
not  get  overlooked.  We  had 
occupy  Mississippi  Or  occupy 
fackson.  From  time  to  tirne, 
there  were  disagreeinents  and 
akimuatias  ttiat  took  place. 


occupy  place.  But  I  am  sorry 
to  teO  you  that  I  just  absolute¬ 
ly  did  irol  urvlerstand  what 
mese  people  were  doing. 
Persondly,  I  was  just  rathn 
baffled  Vy  the  people  who 
were  a  part  of  this  movement 
It  was  firte  with  me  if  they 
wanted  to  occupy,  but  reakd 
and  listen  as  I  may  to  them  I 
just  did  not  quite  ^  it  , 
My  uirderatanmng  is  that 
they  were  protesting  whkh, 
of  course;  is  their  ri^t  But 
Uaten  as  1  may  and  read  as  I 
might  I  have  been  unable  to 
figure  out  what  they  were 
protestmg.  What  were  they 
looking  at  arul  %vhat  is  it  that 


and  I  still  did  not  get  it  I 
thirdc  they  wiete  against 
banks,  investors;  and  people 
who  make  a  lot  of  monn.  I 
believe  they  wanted  those 
people  to  give  money  to  them 
so  they  could  have  a  share  of 
dieir  profits.  I  kind  of  Under- 
staiKi  that  they  think  people 
who  are  in  businep  are'knak- 
iite  too  much  and  it  would  be 
a  kg  better  if  they  would  just 
give  dtem  what  mey  make.  I 
am  not  against  them  andl  am 
not  protesting  what  they  are 
doing.  I  just  do  not  under¬ 
stand  what  they  are  doing. 

Since  occupy  became  the 
number  one  wind  in  2011,  it 
struck  me  what  a  fiocinatb^ 
thing  that  was  because  that  is 
what  jesus  told  us  to  do.  In  me 
Gospel  of  Luke,  chapter  19,  in  a 
parteile  about  the  second  com¬ 
ing  jesus  tells  about  a  man  who 
entrusted  to  his  servants  cer¬ 
tain  thii^  arvd  he  was  going  to 
leave.  He  said,  "Occupy  urSil  I 
return."  What  jesus  was 


|M5aAliincrt992.C4lllCO«M970 

tXAmoDcMfi'fKnvHatMisim 


Sowers  to  do  was 
than  what  this 
movement  to  occupy  seems  to 
be  all  abesjt  For  He  was  not 
saying  to  His  people,  "Sit 
down  and  do  nothing  -  just  fin 
a  mace  and  watch  me  world 
gocy."  He  was  not  saying  that 
at  all  What  jesus  was  saying 
was  that  the  master  was  saying 
ID  his  servants,  "You  make  the 
most  of  what  I  am  giving  you 
in  me  time  that  ycxi  nave.  Vtou 
fin  up  the  tiine  wim  energy, 
effeefivateSB,  and  service. 
give  that  space  and  time  the 
best  that  ycru  have  rather  than 
sitting  denvn  and  doing  noth¬ 
ing."  jesus  was  encouragirtg 
us  to  jga  up  and  get  wim  it  So 
in  Jignt  of  oco;^,  not  the  occu¬ 
py  movement  mat  has  put  p^ 
pie  in  parlu  sitting  and  being 
unproductive,  but  m  terms  of 
the  number  orw  word  from 
jesus  in  His  parable,  occupy 
and  make  your  life  available  to 
Him.  Count  for  the  Lord  in  the 
tiine  that  you  have. 

AreyoucxEupying?  Seethe 
fact  is  mat  jesus  may  be  com¬ 


ing  sootc  For  those  who  may 
say,  "Well,  we.  do  not  know 
when  He  is  going  to  come." 
You  ate  exacey  righL  We  do 
not  know  how  much  time  we 
have  until  He  setums.  But 
ecjually  importarte  is  when  we 
are  going, to  be  leaving  here. 
You  ma^iespond,  "lA&L  we 
do  not  krlow  when  we  are 
leaving  either."  You  are 
absolutely  right  again,  but 
what  we  do  uiow  unmistak¬ 
ably  is  that  we  have  a  limited 
amount  of  time  and  we  must 
do  what  we  can  do  in  these 
days  allotted  to  us.  So  can  1 
dote  by  asking  you  are  you 
just  cKXXipyiite  a  pew  or  aie 
you  serving  fesus?  Are  you 
just  diowirte  up  to  receive  or 
are  you  paihcd^ting  to  give? 
Are  you  wanting  others  to 
make  your  life  more  comforl- 
aMe  or  are  you  willing  to  be 
uncomfixtable  in  order  to  give 
someone  else  life?  To  occupy 
is  to  give  Jesus  your  best  and 
youralL 

the  euOur  can  be  amlacied  at 
jfutratOmbdMg. 


they  wanted  to  odhvey  to  me 
rest  of  the  world?  I  have  Us- 
fened  to  seme  of  them  as  Ihn 
were  interviewed  and  specift- 
cally  askad,  "What  are  you 
protesting?  What  are  you 
against?  What  are  you  forr  I 
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Vicfoiy  in  Jesus 


For  Families 


Sotui'rfai,  March  3 


8  a.ni. 


Tha  Baptist  Center 


(903  Valley  View  Drive) 


Philadelphia,  MS 


Phnned  and  pmmotad  by  Ibe  Neshoba  County 
Aduh  *TOWELS’  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con 


Camp  Gciraywa 
needs  CITs! 

Ganywi  is  looking  for 
16, 17,  A  18  Y0ar  old 
students 
interested  in  serving 
one  week 
ofthe  summer  ts  a 
Cabin 
Leader-in- 
Training. 

AsaOT.jfWwdl 

MdUpttkialMWds 
atewalKliidinKMHf 
stiMiricniUlMrsMp 
and  adMotuTF  RciMOsn. 

CnSdMNKdieNwkflr 
nnawr  amp  they  «kh 
to  attoNl  and  H  pnmlMS 
to  be  Me-dMnpDig!  For  man 
applcaaonwa  wMwgiraywa(iigor< 


Victory  in  Jigsus  Celebralioo 
»Single  AduttJklditioni 


Friday,  March  2 
6:30  —  9:30  p.m. 

a  The  Baptist  Center 
(903  VaUey  View  Drive) 
Philadelphia,  MS 


Cost:  $5  at  the  door 
(wMh  advanced 
reservation  requested) 

For  rmre  information: 
601-656-1820  or 
rrsshobatMptistOyahoo.oom 


Grandparent  Day  Retreat 

For  Qr(indfxu'eHis  OJtd  gVomUkildreK 
( CkildreK  a^es  6-15) 
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Retired 


missionary  pines  for  Nigerian 


"I  had  nightinares  foi 
she  said.  *I  would  wal 
inc  a  guy  with  a  gun.' 

recalled  tb 
tune  when  a  group 
ol  men  forcedtheur 
way  into  her  home 
were  unaMe 
to  find  her  hiding 
in  a  walk-in  doaet 
'An  angel  hid  that 
them 


;  to  work,"  she 
God  tells  me  to 


Gunn  went 
to  work  for 
the  Nigerian 
Baptist  ai 
Convention 
in  Ibadan,  a 
much  lai;^ 

city  of  door  from 
between  because  the^  came 
three  and  in  the  room,  took 
five  million  things  out  of  the 
people.  With  drawers,  and  went 
the  conven-  into  the  bath- 
tion,  she  room,"  she  said.  "They  never 
helped  head  even  tried  the  door." 
up  the  pub-  There  was  another  tinreGunn 
lishing  min-  sat  in  her  living  room  as  robbers 
•stry  that  threatened  her  and  nearly  “tore 
rroduced  a  dotvn  the  house."  Gutm  reirrem- 
rariety  of  bets  sitting  in  a  rediner  praying 
out  loud  for  the  intruders.  ^ 
said,  'Now  Lord,  1  ktrow  that 
you  have  created  them  for  a  pur¬ 
pose.  My  prayer  is  that  they  will 
find  a  purpose  forwhich  You 
have  created  them!"'^" 

"I  wfc  never  _^ysically 
harmed,"  she  said.  'They  did 


"I  miss  the 
Nigerians.  I  miss 
my  work." 


—  ShirtavGunn  mother  CJadys  and 

rjigtni  Rockingham 
Couirty  Literacy 
Project 

Gutm  adrrritted  she  remains 
saddened  when  she  reads 
headimes  of  trouble  in  her  for¬ 
mer  homeland,  where  poverty 
and  Muslim  extremism  is  on 
the  rise  attd  Christiatrs  corrfiotrt 
persecution.  She  still  believes 
there  is  hi^  for  Nigeria. 

“Reaching  the  rest  of  them  is 
going  to  t^  a  !rt  of  being 
there  atrd  establishing  relation- 
shim,"  she  said. 

Gurm'^^vice  to  future  mis- 
sioriariesf’Triu  to  be  with  [your 
assignjd-prople  group]  as 
much  as  possible  ancl  love 
them,"  she  said.  "We  may  not 
s«  the  harvest.,  in  our  geirera- 
tkm  [but]  the  story  will  m  told 
until  Christ  coirtes  for  sure." 

Like  IMB  President  Tom 
Elliff,  Gunn  said  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  impacting  the  tough 
areas  of  the  world  falls  on  all 
believets  i"  Christ  —  not  just 


ler  career  overseas  through  ies 
he  Interrrational  Mission  and 
loard  (IMB)  of  the  Southern  N  i 
laptist  Convention,  head- 
juartered  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Gutm  is  quick  to  share  about 


leave 
g«ria 

because  they  ^ 

were  uruble 

to  adapt  to  the  poverty,  crime, 
w  Oiessed  Americans  are  and  lack  of  resources. 

1  how  so  many  could  sacti-  'Living  in  Nigeria,  living 
just  a  little  more  for  God's  in  West  Africa  is  difficult,^ 
rk.  »»  MW  Hntduutd  the  Gunn  said.  Stilly  Gunn  misses  and 
rortance  of  the  Lottie  Moon  the  place  that  became  her 
isfmas  Offering.  Today  the  home.  'I  miss  the  Nigerians.  I 
'ring  and  Southern  Baptist's  miss  my  work,"  she  said, 
rperative  Program  support  Gunn  was  appointed  to 

rly  5,000  missionaries  Nigeria  in  1975.  ^  i - 

und  the  globe.  The  2012  work  for  the  Nigeruin 
tie  Moon  Christmas  Theological  ^minary 

god  is  $175  million.  Ogbomoso.  There,  she  served 
Thw  is  so  much  coit-  as  a  librarian  for  14  years, 
lerism  a^  materialism  (in  Though  Gunn  enjoyed  her 
countiy),"  said  Gunn,  who  position  with  the  seminary, 
rllves  in  Reidsville,  N.C.,  she  longed  for  days  when  she 
P  “*  a^nds  First  was  able  to  speruf  time  minis- 
yP*-  ,  wha*  taring  to  Nigerians  siifiering 

istmas  to  aDoot,  or  do  We  from  leprosy  (also  known  as 
to  teach  the  true  meaning  Hansena  disease). 

tending  His  Son?"  "1  would  go  out  there  and 


materials  in  three  languages  for 
Bible  studies,  Tamily  arid  per- 
soful  devotions,  disdpleship, 
children's  ministry, 
^  education. 

It  was  m  Ibadan,  iiowever, 
where  resources  did  not  keep 


up  with  the  city's  exploding 
population,  that  Gunn  found 
went  to  herself  among  desperate 

1  Baptist  Nigerians  strug^inig  to  make  a. 
ary  In  livirre.  For  mar^  Nigeriai\s,  a 
e  served  single,  American  womais 


'opular  McKeever  cartoons  returning  for  January  Bible  Study 

SS.'rBUTS.iv'f';  . 


it  several  weeks  as  they  take  part  in  the  guide.  The  book  and  other  supporting  has  created  13  cartooiw  that  can  be  used  in 


GET  Up'  STANP  01^ 
'fOOR  TEET/  (SOD  HAj 
MAT>E  YOU  FOR 

ficrreR  things  than 
THIS  f  ♦ 


LO(n>. 

I'M  a  NOW. 

TH«  is«erTi»<6 
seihoof.  X 
NC«  YOU.  r 


H€  V^HO  UOMtS  /flCJNEY 
WILL  NOT  Be  SATISFI6D 
WITH  MONCY.* 
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Graccwood  Charch, 
Sonlhavcn,  enioyed  a 
trip  to  Bruce  to  near  the 
Bellinger  Family.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

6.  The  Pike  County 
Association  certificate 
site  center,  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  New  Orleans 


9.  Goss  Church,  Columbia 


1.  Harmoire  Church, 

Clarke  Co.,  hekF  a  chil¬ 
dren's  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  Dec.  18.  Stown  are 
the  participants. 

2.  Grace  Church, 

yicksbnrc,  exceeded 

Slow  Lottie  Moon 


1.  Harmony  Church,  daikc  Co. 


Christmas 
by  collecting  $2, 

3.  The  children's  choir  of 
Handsboro  Church, 
Gulfport,  presented 
Stranger  in  the 'Manger 
Dec.  18,  directed  oy 
Debbie  Nicholson. 
Interim  music  director, 
Peggy  McBride.  Shown 
arethe  participants. 

4.  The  deacons  of  Wanilla 
Church,  Lawrence 
County,  hosted  a  pan¬ 
cake  breakfast  for 
church  members  and 
euesU  prior  to  their 
Christmas  Day  cantata. 

5.  The  Crossroads  Sunday 


8.  Slaydcn  Church,  Slayden 


mawiiw.'.MP.'i-ffla 


I  k"* 


The  children's  choir  of 
Coss  Church, 

Columbia,  presented 
The  Before 

Christmas  Dec.  4.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


National  Parks 
Tour 


Wnfli  Canyon  -  Saquoia  -  Yosamita 
Archas  -  Canyonlands  -  Iryca  Canyon 
Zion  -  Capitol  Raaf  -  Grand  Canyon 

14  Days  ikffartsJi,h2o.2oi2  aoa,$1398* 
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ft.  Certificate  praacntetiofia 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Caring  in  an  Expendable  Culture 

PMln  13-U 


The  first  part  of  Psalm  139 
(vs.  1-18)  consists  mainly  of 
thanksgiving  for  God's  dis¬ 
cernment  perception,  and 
purpose  for  the  individual. 

The  second  part  (vs.  19-24X _ _  ^ 

however;  is^  fhe  form  of  a  LORD  'liiBni”  or' 
prayer  oi»ertdJ:M  time  of  dis-  stands'  (v.T).  Further,  the 
uiiia.  The  ^psalnust  is  not  LCXtO  kttew  what  the  psalmist 

going  to  smfbefori  he  said 
diyineattr^  but  plnd^  it  (v.  4).  Irulially,  the  psalmist 
for  lu^  to  done  CA^).  was  troubled  by  GodVomni- 
A  ftgum  of  speech  (known  adenoe  thinking  that  God  had 
as  a  merum)  using  two  polar  hemmed  him  m  or  'cupped 
ntfae^  to  indude  weryfiring  his  hand  over  him'  (v.  sf  W 
in  betweeir  is  aasd  three  times  then  he  responded  with  won- 
mtopsahm  der.  'Such  knowledge  is  too 

(1)  You  kiiow  when  1  sit  wonderful  for  me"  (NIV  h 
when  I  stand  up  ESV,  v.  if.  The  word  'wonder- 
(y.2).  These  two  opposites  of  ful"  could  be  translated 
sitt™  and  standing  represent  'incomprehemible'  or  'extra- 
^  his  actions.  God  not  only  ordinary,'  or  'beyond  me" 
knew  the  psahnist's  actions;  he  (HCS^ 

his  tho^ts  OT  motiva-  (3)  iTie  third  set  of  opposites 
nons  m  %veU  frooi  a£ar.  'Trom  is  found  in  verses  S-9.  %erc  is 


■far^  may  refer  not 
only  to  distance  but  to 
time. 

(2)  The  second  set  of 
opposites  —  'travels'  P 

( out")  or  "resT  ^ 

('5^  down")  represent  the 
wl^  day's  aclivifies  that  the 


no  place  for  the 
psalmist  to  go  to  escape 
the  presence  of  tfie 
L(X<0,  whether  it  be  in 
the  heavens  above  xr 
Sheol  below.  Even  if  I  e 
could  fly  at  the  speed  c  f 
Bght  —  from  the  east¬ 
ern  horizon  to  the  west¬ 
ern  Umils  (v.  8)  God's 
hand  would  lead  or 
ft  guidehim. 

The  preceding  verses 
demonstrate  how  mudi  God 
valued  the  psalmist.  We 
demonstrate  that  we  value 
people  when  we  take  time  to 
know  diem.  And  God  knew 
the  when,  where,  why,  and 
how  of  all  of  the  psalmist's  life. 
The  good  news  of  grace  b  that 
God  uiows  all  abwt  you  — 
even  yiw  inmost  thoughts  — 
and  he  b  always  presenfin  our 
Uves.  He  b  our  refuge  and 
strength,  an  ever-present  help 
in  trouble  (Ps.  46:1). 

In  the  Old  Testament  the 
people  pictured  God  as  one 
who  was  both  transcendent 
and  remote.  He  lived  on  the 
mountain  top;  therefore, 
Moses  went  up  the  mountain 
to  meet  with  uid,  and  it  was 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Resolute  about  Life's  Value 

Deuteronomy  5:17, 19: 7-13,  24c  6-7)  Matthew  5:17-20 


8y  MsUeen  Moore _ 

,  ’n»  'v due  oi  life'  and  the 
'o^  to  life’  are  pluases  on 
lyrach  no  numerical  price  can  be 
placed.  Both  phrases  have  a 
■nmning  rooted  in  Jtous  ChrM. 
^  beiiw  God  hhn^,  came  to 
nve  the  Me  of  a  man  granting  all 
the  light  to  life.  Eadi  day  the 
news  teOs  of  another  seneeleas 
bking  of  an  iruioceiit  life.  T>us 
CBuaes  us  to  pose  sudi  questions 
as 'What  b  Ik  value  of^ife'  and 
man  have  the  rig^  to  lifr'. 
vpjf*  Tuotiom  can  be  answered 

giver  crfBfe  —  a  gift  from  Him. 

FulfilHi^  God's 


Murder 

D«nferonounr5:17; 
Mailiiew  5:17-30 
_  Tnou  shah  not 
Dn«fe»onomy  5:17,  KJV. 


law  b  simpie;  there 
M«no  ownisss  aeras'i 
sons  allowed  in  the 
sixth  commandment 
for  murder.  Murder  Me 
can  be  defined  as  the 
infentional  takiim  of  a  life. 
There  are  some  tl^ghte  that 
immediately  come  to  mind  — 
abortion,  shootiim  or  stabbing. 
However,  what  about 
euthanasia,  or  physician 
assisted  suicide,  these  also 
take  a  person's  life.  Another 
thought  b  that  of  the  'heart'  as 
hatred  and  anger  or  a  wish  for 
someoK  *o  cue.  Hatred  and 
anger  cause  ok  to  be  morally 
guilty  needing  feirgiveness. 
In  God's  law,  Uie  Ten 
Commandments,  to  the 
Children  of  Israel  the  first  four 
commandments  were  God's 
relationship  to  His  people 
while  the  remaining  six  were 
people's  relationsnip  with 
each  other.  In  Matthew,  Jesus 


states  that  He  came  to 
fulfill  the  law  not  to 
destroy  it  With  the 
explaiution  that  the 
moral  law  would  not 
change  but  was  to  be 
obeyed  and  taught  as 
it  was  written.  Jesus 
boadt  by  llw  law  wMi 
love  and  compassion, 
the  perfect  examp'e  for 
ore  us  to  do  the  same. 

Protecting  the  Innocent 
Punish!^  the  Gnilly 
'  Deuteronomy  19:7-13 
God  in  Hb  infinite  wbdom 
blended  justice  and  mercy.  He 
established  cities  of  refuge  to 
provide  safety  and  protectian 
tor  any  committed  manslaugh- 
tet  unintentional  death.  There 
were  to  be  three  cities  of  refuge 
on  either  side  of  the  Jordan 
River.  After  the  territory  of 
Canaan  was  secured,  it  was  to 
be  divided  into  three  parb  wifii 
a  dty  of  refuge  in  eadi  part. 
Roads  were  to  be  built  and 
maintained  for  easy  access  as  a 
man  could  be  literalh'  running 
for  hb  life.  If  he  readted  a  dty 
of  refuge  before  the  avenger 
attack,  K  was  safe  aHowmg 


on  0.  mountain  that  Elijah  met 
God  and  heard  the  'still  small 
voice.'  However  Psalm  23 
states  fiiat  'even  though  1  walk 
through  the  valley  of  file  shad¬ 
ow  of  death  (valley  of  deep 
darkness)  I  will  not  fear.* 
Why?  "Because  you  are  wifii 
me*  (v.4)  When  we  walk  in 
darkness  we  feel  lost  and 
afraid,  but  the  Bible  teaches 
that  when  we  are  walking  in 
darkness  —  lost  and  scaiM  — 
that  the  God  of  the  mountain  b 
present  in  file  valleys  of  our 
livm  —  "You  are  wim  me'  — 
protecting  me  and  guiding  me. 

Here  in  Psalm  iSkll-lX  the 
psalmist  speaks  of  the  oppres- 
Mve  nature.^  darkness,  but 
then  afiinns  utat  'even  dark¬ 
ness  ...  b  as  light  to  you.' 
Even  in  hb  'mother's  womb," 
the  'secret  place,'  there  God 
wove  or  'kiutted'  (suggesting 
veiK  or  arteries)  him  together. 
Even  though  remote  to  the 
human  eye  as  "the  depths  of 
the  earth'  (a  place  of  dark¬ 
ness),  God  saw  every  detail. 
He  saw  hb  frarK  (his  skele¬ 
ton)  and  hb  unformed  bo^ 
(embryo).  In  these  verses  (1> 
18),  there  b  a  continued 


emphasb  on  the  emphatic 
of  you"  — vyou  know . . .  you 
created."  The  Lord  created 
each  OK  of  us  as  a  spiritual 
and  physical  being  for  a  pur¬ 
pose.  "All  the  days  oidamed 
for  me  were  written  in  your 
book"  (v.  16). 

My  mother's  left  arm  and 
leg  were  psQlyzed  from  polio, 
arid  yet  she  graduated  from 
colle^  and  had  a  family  and  a 
career.  1  have  seen  studente, 
soim  with  no  arms  and  others 
with  no  legs.  1  have  a  grandson 
who  suffers  from  epilepsy,  ^t 
1  have  never  seen  anyoK  with¬ 
out  a  purpose  in  life.  1  am  writ¬ 
ing  fiib  leason  In  the  wake  of 
the  defeat  of  Initiative  26  (the 
Persofihood  Amendment). 
Vyhile  I  regret  that  abortion  b 
still  a  part  of  our  society,  I  pray 
that  one  day  a  law  can  tie  writ¬ 
ten  in  which  all  ChrbtiaK  can 
be  united  in  defending  all 
God's  diildren  who  are  *fear- 


tfepfiis^^  fully  and  wonderfully  made.' 


PagfiaditiraflheDaarttmtof 
Otrimm  Studies  and  PnSaaoph^  el 
Miataeippi  CoUe^  end  a  member  tf 
FinI  Cliurck,  CbntDiL 


titM  to  detenrum  the  unin¬ 
tended  nature  of  the  death. 
TV  avenger  was  file  next  of 
kin  of  the  victim.  The  refuge 
cities  were  not  for  intentional 
or  premej^^ted  murderers. 
The  scrl^tute  clearly  cnitlines 
OK  guilty  of  murder  would 
b*  yveu  over  So  die  vtestens 
faniHy  avenger.  Our  bws  and 
their  interpretation  should 
protect  the  innocent  and  pun¬ 
ish  the  guilty. 

Safcgnardlag  Life's  VsIm 
Deutersaomy  24:  6-7 

God  intended  for  man  to 
valK  hb  own  life  as  well  as 
that  of  others.  The  word  'life' 
may  suggest  a  jphyaicai  being; 
however  each  life  b  so  mudi 
more  with  ib  own  personality 
and  character.  It  hm  ib  own 
spiritual  Kture  leading  to  a 
search  for  a  lelationship  with 
God.  Man  is  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  according  to 
Geriesis,  giving  it  imiKosur- 
able  valw  —  more  valuable 
than  possessiora  and  property. 
The  scripture  explains  safe¬ 
guards  included  in  the  law 
that  protect  ones  ability  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  himself  and  his  family. 


Collateral  b  a  common  prac- 
tioe  in  today's  financial  world 
when  a  deot  b  incurred.  In 
verse  six,  God  gives  spedV 
instruction  against  taking  of  a 
pau  or  a  sin^  millstuK  used 
to  grind  wheat  as  that  would 
affect. OKS  ability  to  provide 
food.  Ttw  second  ssbmisrS 
menfioned  b  against  kidnap¬ 
ping  of  an  IsraMte  os  a  slave 
or  to  sell  to  be  a  slave. 
Ultimately  the  kidnapper 
would  gam  finandally;  how¬ 
ever  breaking  of  thb  law  car¬ 
ried  the  penalty  of  death. 
Being  a  slave  takes  away  the 
freedom  o'  a  person  thus  plac¬ 
ing  the  \alue  of  life  as  a  liKrty 
granted  by  our  country's  con¬ 
stitution.  Scripture  often 
focuses  on  the  care  of  the 
oppressed  be  it  widows,  dul- 
dVen,  prisoners,  or  those  who 
are  hungry.  Meeting,  needs  of 
each  other  and  standing  for 
freedom  are  ways  of  safe¬ 
guarding  the  value  of  life. 
How  resolved  are  we  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  value  of  life? 


Moore  if  a  member  cfSfaceikmia 
Chunk.  Ptbd. 
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.m.;  Bill  Saye,  speaker; 


Don  Kleeb,  pastor. 


R^gious  violence  rises  in  Indonesia,  affects  Christians 


.  NEW  DELHI,  Indta  (BP)  —  Acts  of 
violence  and  intoleranoe  against 
Christians  in  Lidanesia  nearly  doiMed 
in  2011,  %eidi  an  Wamist  campafop  fo 
dose  down  dnwhes  a  key  tactor  ii  the 
pBsfo  at  the  natian's  leUgioua  minority 

The  Indonesian  Protestant  ChiHth 
Unkx^  loot&y  blown  as  PCL  counted  5* 
acts  of  vidoiee  and  other  violatians 
against  Christians  in  201L  up  hoot  30  in 
2010.  The  number  ot  sudi  incidents 
imainst  religious  minoiitiea  in  general 
aSogrew  bom  198  in  2010  to  276  m  2011. 

T&  wofst  may  be  yet  to  come  tf 
authorities  continue  to  overlook  Oie 
threat  ot  extrcmiam,  said  a  lepiesenta- 
tive  of  a  Jakarta-baaed  Muslim  organiza¬ 
tion  that  ,  promotes  toierance,  the^ahid 
InitttiitB.  ^ 

Rumadi,  who  goes  by  a  single  name; 
said  the  Wahid  tostitiite  also  observed 
on  ottenript  to  inabtulfamalize  intoierance 
in  foddrwaia,  a  nation  of  about  238  mO- 
tton  people  of  arhom  about  88*^  asc 
Murima.  At  least  36  leguUiMu  L'-  ban 
religious  ptaclioes  deesM  deviant  trom 
Islam  were  drafted  or  implemented  in 
Indonesia  in  2011. 

A  Jakarta-based  dvil  rights  group,  the 
Setara  Insdlute  for  Democracy  artd 
Peace,  noted  that  both  the  govenunent 


and  groups  in  todeto  were  teaponaibl? 
for  the  LTCitlents,  with  the  mam  viola- 
tots  indttding  religious  extremist  orga¬ 
nizations  such  as  the  blamic 
Defenders  Front  (FPI).  KM 

Indonesia's  hotbed  of  extremism  is 
West  Java,  the  most  populous  provirroe 
where  the  natian's  capital  Jmuuta,  fa 
located,  with  160  recorded  incidents 
sgalnst  religious  minorities.  In  the 
IwOs,  WIest  Jsva  wss  the  base  i  f  an 
Isiarnist  group,  Denil  Islam,  wkaae 
^linler  groups  ate  stU  active  in  fly¬ 
ing  die  %cuiar'  government  and  rdi- 
gious  minorities. 

Chotthes  in  West  Java,  which  haa 
about  320,000  ChtMtotm  tuSwed  laat 
year  and  on  Quistmaa  Day,  two  duiidt- 
et  in  West  Java's  Bogor  dty  bote  the 
bsunt  of  grewfaig  extremism. 

'll;;  -«  ist  vigplanles  screamed  and 
yeOec  at  us  said  threatened  us  as  we 
sough*  to  hold  a  Christmas 'service,*  a 
IcaMr  of  the  Gcreja  Kristen  Indonesia, 
also  known  as  the  GKl  or  the  Yasmin 
Church  fold  Compass  Direct  Nevrs  in 
an  e-mail. 

"Wle  could  not  hold  Christinas  ser¬ 
vice  in  our  own  church  for  a  second 
year,*  said  the  apuroe,  who  eecpiested 
arumymity. 


SCHOOL'S  OUT  —  IVwj  chitdren  head  home  horn  a  rchool  started  by  ChrMians 
'  in  a  crime-plagued  Muslim  community  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia.  The  school  has  given 
new  hope  to  the  community,  but  Islamist  violence  against  the  country's  Christians 
and  their  mstitutions  has  been  on  a  steady  rise  of  several  years.  (BP  photo) 
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